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affection for her beloved art as, by this means, he hoped
to lay foundations of friendship with her.
Accompanied by the Captain, the Raja now joined the
group into which he was deferentially admitted.
The Captain made the necessary introductions.
" Permit me to present to Your Highness Dr. and Mrs.
Syed AH Beg."
" I'm very pleased to meet you both," said the Raja
condescendingly. Then addressing AH, he remarked,
" I understand you hail from Bengal."
" That's so, Your Highness," and AH Beg mentioned
the name of his home town.
*e You're a long way from my State which, I suppose,
you've not visited."
" Tm afraid not, Your Highness, but a friend of mine,
who's an engineer, was recently in your service. Per-
haps Your Highness may remember him, his name's
Abdul Razaak."
" I remember him perfectly," the Raja repHed, " He
was assistant engineer to Mr Rayner, whose services were
lent to me recently by the British Government for road
construction. Mr Rayner and your friend did excellent
work, and I hope to see them both again in Ghanapur,
should I sanction further engineering schemes. But
such projects are of no interest to the present
company."
During the Raja's remarks, Olga had leisure in which to
study Durrant's appearance. He was of medium height,
about thirty-five years of age, had dark hair and was
clean shaven. He was sHm and well dressed and looked
a soldier. She ascertained later that he had been an
officer during the Great War, and after demobilization
had been a courier in a tourist agency in Cairo, from
which he had drifted recently into the Maharaja's service.
The Maharaja turned to Olga. " I understand you're
a magnificent pianist, and I hope to have the gteat
pleasure of hearing you perform,"